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tions and a social philosophy which have passed away, and are 
necessarily general, arbitrary, and rigid in character. They have 
failed to accomplish the purpose intended and are not adapted to 
present needs. 

In his constructive argument, as applied to the states, Dr. Se- 
crist dwells upon the broad field for the legitimate use of the bor- 
rowing power which has developed with changes in our economic 
conditions and social philosophy and urges that the restrictions 
imposed should be directed to enforcing payment of debt rather 
than to limiting its amount. In regard to local indebtedness he 
makes clear that the question is one of administrative control 
rather than of constitutional restriction. Emphasis is laid on the 
good results accomplished by the Local Government Board in Eng- 
land and the Municipal Securities Act and Railway and Municipal 
Board in Ontario. 

The facts in regard to constitutional restriction are convenient- 
ly summarized in tabular form and a bibliography is appended. 

An occasional test of the tables and references gives the impres- 
sion that the work is not free from errors in details. 

Henry B. Gardner. 
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